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Examination Report dated October 28, 2004 issued in the corresponding German application are 
provided herewith. 



1. 


English abstract of JP 10 314948 


2. 


EP 0 939 208 A2 (English abstract provided) 


3. 


DE 198 08 383 Al (English abstract provided) 


4. 


US 5,268,555 


5. 


DE 197 21 092 CI (English abstract provided) 


6. 


EP 0 921 052 A2 (English abstract provided) 


7. 


EP 0 761 939 Al (English abstract provided) 


8. 


DE 100 22 052 Al (English abstract provided) 


9. 


DE 198 19 946 Al (English abstract provided) 


10. 


AICHELE: "SchutzgasschweiBen - Verfahren Anwendung Wirtschaftlichkeit, 




1981, pages 14-19 and 124-127, Messer Griesheim GmbH, Germany 



Documents 1-8 are cited in the ISR. Document 9 is mentioned in the background of the 
specification of the instant application. Document 10 is cited in the German Examination Report 
dated October 28, 2004. An English translation of document 10 is not readily available. It is 
stated in the German Examination Report dated October 28, 2004 that claim 1 of the instant 
application is not patentable in view of pages 16-17 and 126-127 of this article. 

Since the present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date 
of the first office Action, no certificate under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) 
is required. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such 
document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not 
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waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any 
listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the present application. 

Applicants respectfully request that the listed documents be considered by the Examiner 
and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Forms 
PTO/SB/08A & PTO/SB/08B be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 



Date: December 18, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 




Yonghong Chen^ 
Registration No. 56,150 
Customer No. 30448 
Akerman Senterfitt 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Phone: 561-653-5000 
Fax: 561-659-6313 
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Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Kind of document by 
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Translation is attached. 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
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and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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